
 

HIGHLIGHTS of CHANCELLOR PROJECTS  
Carmencita David Padilla 
1 Nov 2020 to 31 Oct 2023 

UP Manila will continue its quest for leadership in academic excellence in the fields of health, natural 
sciences, social and behavioral sciences, and arts and the humanities. With a nurturing environment for 
accelerated change and innovation, UP Manila will continue to advance academically and maintain its 
competitive advantage. UP Manila will be known for its Distinctive Excellence in Academics and 
Scholarship, Research and Discovery for National Relevance and Global Competitiveness, Empowering 
and Protecting the Assets for Operational Excellence and Efficiency, Heightened Individual and 
Institutional Public Service, Collegial and Environment-friendly Campus, and Repository of Heritage and 
Culture.  

Academics and Scholarship  
UP Manila will complete its ongoing revision of 21 graduate degree programs. In addition to the 3 new 
graduate programs (PhD in Health Sciences by Research, PhD in Health Sciences by Publication, and 
Doctor of Health Professions Education), 23 MS/MA degree programs are being developed.  The 
School for Health Sciences (SHS) will open its 4th campus in Tarlac in collaboration with the 
provincial government.  

In support of the academic programs, the CM- Medical Sciences Building (MSB) (11 floors), CPH – 
Stephen Zuellig Building (10 floors) and University Library (12 floors) are expected to be completed 
in 2022. Simulation laboratories will be set up at the CM- MSB. Also in the pipeline is the PGH - Multi-
Specialty Building (15 floors) which will be completed in 2023. 

The shift from face-to-face teaching/learning to remote learning has posed challenges for both the faculty 
and the students. With the COVID-19 pandemic, priority is given to refining the Learning Management 
Systems, VLE and Canvas.  

Research and Discovery for National Relevance and Global Competitiveness  
The Philippine General Hospital (PGH), College of Medicine, National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
and the Philippine Genome Center (PGC) will jointly develop the Precision Medicine Initiatives on 
the top causes of morbidity and mortality in the country, i.e. cancer, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease. 
Upcoming new facilities are:  
1) National Institutes of Health - Clinical Research Center (NIH-CRC) is a center for excellence for 

the conduct of clinical trials in the Philippines;  
2) Animal Research Facility is a laboratory for small-sized animals that will promote evidence-based 

research with animal experiments, seeking novel treatments and vaccines for various diseases;  
3) UP Manila Disaster Risk Reduction and Management in Health (DRRM-H) Simulation Center 

will serve as the hub for disaster research and training center on disaster response specializing in 
health; initially for the National Capital Region, and eventually for the entire Philippines through the 
establishment of university-led regional centers; 

4) NIH Center for Liver Research will promote multi-disciplinary research in the study of liver health 
and disease. The development of novel treatment approaches for the management of chronic and 
acute liver diseases will be a major thrust of the Center.  

The National Institutes of Health building (19-storey) is expected to be completed in 2022.  

To complement the UP Manila Research Ethics Board (REB) and Research Grants Administration Office 
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(RGAO), the Office of Research Integrity will be established to promote integrity in research and to aid 
in preventing misconduct. The Technology Transfer and Business Development Office will expand 
business development opportunities for research discoveries, and to provide assistance in product 
licensing, Intellectual Property (IP) awareness, disclosures, IP protection, IP capability. To date, UP 
Manila has more than 90 disclosures. The Academe-Industry Partnership will be strengthened with the 
holding of TeknoLusugan Events where our researchers present their products to the industry. 

In the past 6 months, more than 230 COVID-related projects have been registered in RGAO on various 
areas, i.e. clinical trials, ventilator development, biomedical devices, etc. S.I.B.O.L. (Surgical 
Innovation and Biotechnology) is a CM spearheaded program that aims for innovation, design and 
creation, of health care equipment and devices, using locally-sourced material to ensure availability and 
affordability for Filipino patients. To date, there are 11 projects nearing completion, that will be useful 
during the COVID pandemic, as well as future pandemics. 

Empowering and Protecting the Assets for Operational Excellence And Efficiency  
Our commitment to protect our assets (community of faculty, students, REPS, and staff) will include 
protection from the hazards of the COVID-19 pandemic in the ‘New Normal’. The UP Manila Mental 
Health Program that includes the Psychosocial Wellness Network, will ensure safety for the UP Manila 
faculty, staff, REPs and students. UP Manila will work to complete the elements of a healthy university 
according to the ASEAN University Network (AUN) Health Promotion Framework. There are two 
thematic areas: zero tolerance areas and health promotion areas.  

Heightened Individual And Institutional Public Service 
PGH and Ugnayan ng Pahinungod remain in the forefront of public service. The Bayanihan Na! 
Operations Center, initially set up as a call center with COVID hotline 155-200, has transitioned to a 
Telemedicine facility of the PGH OPD. A UP Manila TeleHealth Committee has been created to 
develop protocols for applications of telemedicine, telenursing, telepharmacy, teledentistry, telerehab, etc. 

Collegial And Environment-Friendly Campus  
The Urban Planning & Design of the UP Manila Campus will create a world-class learning 
environment that is accessible and safe; with basic utilities that are reliable and sustainable; and with 
avenues for meaningful community connections. This masterplan will guide future developments to 
sustainably cater to the continuing growth and demands of our community of scholars.  

Repository of Heritage and Culture 
The Chronicles of Heritage and Culture is a 12-volume book collection that will document and 
highlight our glorious heritage of UP Manila – a volume each for the history of UP, 9 academic units, 
PGH and NIH. The Office of the Culture and the Arts will be established to be a coordinating center for 
culture and the visual and performing arts. 
I envision UP Manila to be a haven of Excellence, Scholarship, Collegiality, and Service. My 
administration will be known for Protecting the rights of the students, faculty, REPS, and administrative 
personnel. It will be known for Partnerships and Professionalized Services. It will be an administration 
that puts premium on People because they remain our greatest asset and beneficiary of everything that we 
are doing. UP Manila will be a main force in Nation Building! 


